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Greetings Friends of Sumi-e, 

As we begin the month of September, we also begin in earnest to prepare for our 50th Annual Washu-Kai Show 

November 21-23, 2025. For those who are unfamiliar with our history, we were once two societies, Washu-Kai and 

Friends of Taka Sumi-e. We joined forces in 2023 to become Friends of Sumi-e. We consider and recognize our 

heritage which began with Suzy Reynolds (Washu) with whom many of our members had the privilege of studying the 

art of Sumi-e. Our esteemed current instructors include Tatsuko Sandin who was a contemporary of Washu and has 

continued in her footsteps. 

Gaye Lingley has been working hard behind the scenes to get things started but she could use some creative minds and 

ready workers to make our November show/exhibition a success. If you have not reached out, send her an email 

(ralsgal@gmail.com) and she will happily share how Sign-up Genius works and what each "job" listed includes. Help 

us show the community what a wonderful organization we have been and continue to be. 

As I mentioned last month, the roster of members is being shared with you to make it easier to communicate with one 

another regarding activities specific to Friends of Sumi-e (such as offering your help with shows or outreach). Please 

respect the privacy of fellow members and use the list with discretion. We all know what it is like to get too much 

unwanted email. 

An upcoming outreach activity at Embolden Brewery is in the works and has sufficient volunteer staffing. Kathy 

McMillen (kathyladyann@gmail.com) is coordinating a demo-table to be staffed during the Bonsai Club's exhibition 

in Room 101 on September 27 & 28 and would be happy to hear from anyone willing to help for a couple hours either 

day. Contact her soon as her spots may fill up quickly. 

In case you are not already a member of the San Diego Museum of Art (SDMA), remember the museum is free to 

local residents every 3rd Tuesday. Since the Museum has partnered with the Museum of Photographic Arts (across 

the Prado from Room 104) your SDMA membership is valid for both, and both of the museums are free to local 

residents every 2nd Thursday. 

Remember to join Vickie and Friends on the first Wednesday, September 3rd, for more origami and a tutorial on 

making envelopes or small gift bags. You can make lovely envelopes or small gift bags using your old paintings that 

you don't consider worthy of stretching or framing. Meet in Room 104 in the Prado building from 9am to 12pm for fun 

with paper and socializing.  Bring paintings, origami paper, scissors and glue stick. 

I hope you each consider how you can help out with our November show, every hand is needed and will be greatly 

appreciated! 

Still learning, 

Sylvia 
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AUGUST WORKSHOP 

Many thanks to Vickie for a FUN and brain-stimulating origami workshop! Most of us went home with at least one 

beautiful flower and those of us who could stick with it had two or more! 

 

SOCIETY OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES ARE GROWING! 

 

We are being contacted more and more frequently with outreach opportunities! This is a great time for us to try our 

hand at meeting the public and sharing our love of SUMI-E at locations other than Balboa Park with folks who we 

would probably never interact with and MAYBE attract more members! Currently, there are about four to eight of us 

who have taken advantage of this opportunity and we are looking for more folks, especially those of us who may be a 

bit younger. Contact one of the Board Members if you are interested; IT’S FUN! (and the Society has received some 

lovely donations in return) 

 

Come see us at  

• Taste of Japan on Saturday, September 27th at Embolden Beer Company, 8655 Production Avenue, Suite 

A, San Diego, CA 92121. We’ll be there from 1PM to 6PM.  

• San Diego Bonsai Club Show, Room 101, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park. We’ll be just outside the main 

entrance from 11AM to 4PM September 27th and 28th  

 

 

ANNUAL GATHERING 

 

Saturday, September 6, 2025 

3-5 PM 

1272 Moana Drive, San Diego, CA 92107 

 

Our traditional Annual Gathering again replaces the September Workshop and will take place on Saturday, September 6, 

2025. A flyer is attached to this Newsletter/email with particulars. Please plan to attend as more information about the 

November Exhibition will be presented and discussed as well as plenty of time for socializing with your Sumi-e friends! 

 

===================================================================================== 

SILICONE PAPER 

We have reordered Silicone Paper (it’s here!) and, of course, the cost has increased. Going forward the Paper will be 

available at Workshops in Room 104 at $6/yard to cover our cost. This is still a considerable savings to members rather 

than ordering online from other vendors. 

Editor’s Note: I was astonished to find at our last Workshop that whoever purchased the last amount of 

silicone paper failed to notify anyone (perhaps an Officer) that there was only a VERY SMALL AMOUNT 

of silicone paper remaining. A member wished to purchase five yards and only one yard remained! 

Fortunately, this happened well in advance of the November Exhibition! 
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FIRST WEDNESDAY ORIGAMI GANG 

Wednesday, September 3, 2025 

9:00 AM to Noon 

Room 104, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park 

  

Last month we enjoyed folding an African Daisy, a simple horse, a star box; and SarahMae demonstrated a heart 

origami that she designed herself. This month, Vickie will guide us when we make gift bags and envelopes out of some 

of our old paintings. Bring old paintings that you haven’t stretched, origami paper, scissors, and a glue stick.   

 

 

NOVEMBER EXHIBITION 

 

Plans continue for the November Exhibition. The color theme is gold, red and black and features painted lanterns 

hanging from bamboo poles. Again, the Exhibition will feature, in addition to our Student Artwork, a Tea Ceremony, 

Koto and Shakuhachi Flute music, Odori Dancers, and Master Painting Demonstrations.  

 

Not louder, not gaudier, not more “in-your-face”, just a bit more of the wonderful things we already present to the 

public. That being said, we’re looking for a team to put together that “bit more” than usual. Here’s what we’ll need: 

• Tea table 

• Reception 

• Hinadon | Marketplace 

• Textiles 

• Interactive Demonstration Table 

• Publicity 

• Hospitality | Invitations   

• Master Demonstrations 

• Music & Dance Performers 

 

Contact Gaye at ralsgal@gmail.com and let her know which team you’d like to either lead or participate on for the 

exhibition. There’s lots of opportunities and we will need lots of help to make this special event be fabulous! 

 

The Exhibition Flyer is attached to this Newsletter for you to share with your friends, family, neighbors, co-workers, 

dentist, etc. 

 

Gaye & Team 

 

 

Upcoming Workshops & Society Events/Activities 

 

October 10/04/2025 Preparation for Annual Art Exhibition 

November 11/01/2025 Preparation for Festival of Trees & Art Exhibition 

 11/22-23 Washu-Kai 50th Annual Art Exhibition  

December   Boulder Painting @ Dennis Bates’ Home 

   Festival of Trees / December Nights NO WORKSHOP 

 

• Joe Cross Classes – 1st Saturday of the month at 1:00 PM  

• Tuesday Painters: Currently on hiatus  

• Society monthly Workshop the first Saturday of the month from 9:00am to noon, Room 104.  

• TakaSumi-e Society 22nd Annual Art Exhibition – June 21-22, 2025 

• Washu-Kai’s 50th Annual Art Exhibition – November 22-23, 2025! (this is a BIG DEAL!!!!!) 
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